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Farming
Think: How do you think the earliest Americans got their food?

­ early Americans got most of their food by hunting

What happened when larger animals, like mammoths, started 
to disappear?

­ Americans were  deprived  of their main source of food

In what part of the Americas did early Americans first 
experiment with farming?

­ Mexico!
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What is irrigation?

­ a method to water crops by channeling water from 
rivers or streams

Modern irrigation systems :
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What benefits could farmers get by learning to 
raise animals?

­ would not need to move around
­ some animals could be used for transportation
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What happened when Native Americans 
produced  surplus  (extra food)?

­ traded with others
­ farming communities grew into cities
­ cities became centers of government and religious life
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What is a civilization?
­ an advanced culture in which people have developed 
cities, science, and industries

Modern Western Civilization
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Who were the Mayas?

Where:   What is now Mexico and Central America

What they did:   Developed arts, a system of government, 
and a written language

What happened:   Mysteriously left around 900 A.D.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86F10IrvVus
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Who were the Aztecs?
Where: Modern day Mexico City

Who they were: Farmers

What dominated life: Religion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nS6MpVbB_g
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Who were the Incas?
When: 1400s

Where: Coast of South America

What they did: Constructed buildings of huge stones, built 
walls to hold soil in fields, canals to carry 
water, bridges

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3F7G0VeqAeY
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How much did you remember?
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